
 

NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL  
 
WEST AREA COMMITTEE 
 
MINUTES of the meeting held at LB 31-32 - Loxley House, Station Street, 
Nottingham, NG2 3NG on 11 May 2016 from 17.30 - 18.02 
 
Membership  
Present Absent 
Councillor Carole McCulloch (Chair) 
Councillor Marcia Watson (Vice Chair) - from item 6 

Councillor Graham Chapman 
Councillor Patience Uloma Ifediora - from item 7 
Councillor Glyn Jenkins 
Councillor Wendy Smith 
Councillor Malcolm Wood 

Councillor Mohammed Saghir 
 

 
Colleagues, partners and others in attendance:  
Rob Gabbitas - Neighbourhood Development Officer 
Mervin Goring - Nottingham Focus on Wellbeing 
Elira Mano - Tenancy and Estate Manager, Nottingham City Homes 
Jeni Smith - Aspley Partnership 
Zena West - Governance Officer 
 
1  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR 

 
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Carole McCulloch as the Chair of the 
Committee for the 2016/17 municipal year. 
 
2  APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR 

 
RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Marcia Watson as the Vice Chair of the 
Committee for the 2016/17 municipal year. 
 
3  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Julianne Christou 
Brian Mann 
Liam Searle 
Jennie Smith 
Susan Vickers 
Christine Willetts 
 
4  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
None. 
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5  MINUTES 

 
Subject to removing the repetition of Councillor Glyn Jenkins name from the 
attendance list, the minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair. 
 
6  WARD REPORTS 

 
Rob Gabbitas, Neighbourhood Development Officer, presented an update on 
performance, events, priorities and activities within each ward. There were a number 
of questions and comments from the Committee: 
 
(a) Groundworks have won the contract for the lead organisation for the area. 

There will be an insistence that they analyse where the gaps are, how those 
gaps can be filled effectively, and how they can do better at getting people into 
work; 

 
(b) there is insufficient accountability for lead organisations at the moment. Ward 

Councillors and Area Committees have a role to play in holding lead 
organisations to account. Lead organisations should be required to report to 
Area Committees on a regular basis; 

 
(c) there was a request from Councillors for the new format of ward reports to 

contain more detailed information on those activities which fit with previously 
agreed ward priorities, including a work plan and monitoring of progress 
towards achieving ward objectives; 

 
(d) the Dementia Awareness day on page 26 of the agenda will be taking place on 

19 May, from 9am till 12 noon at the Co-op, in conjunction with Sharan Jones 
(Health and Wellbeing Manager, Public Health, Nottingham City Council) and 
Age UK; 

 
(e) Southwold Primary school’s community day on page 34 of the agenda will be 

held on 29 June, with the aim of engaging more widely with the community. It 
will have a food festival format. 

 
RESOLVED to: 
 
(1) note the contents of the ward reports; 
 
(2) add a standing item to future West Area Committee agendas to receive 

performance updates from the lead organisation; 
 
(3) add further information to future ward reports regarding progress 

against ward priorities. 
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7  NOTTINGHAM CITY HOMES REPORT 

 
Elira Mano, Tenancy and Estate Manager at Nottingham City Homes, presented an 
update on Nottingham City Homes performance and environmental schemes. There 
were a number of comments and queries from the Committee: 
 
(a) some work has been done on the external finish to “Whimpey no-fine” 

properties in Bilborough and other areas. Some BISF (British Iron and Steel 
Federation) style homes still require cladding, and discussion regarding the 
most cost-effective solutions. Elira will ask Capital programmes and Major 
Works to look into this and provide more information to Councillors; 

 
(b) in some areas of the City private home owners have been offered the cladding 

at a discount. Councillors and citizens have been asking for this offer to be 
extended to Bilborough for some time. Unfortunately, the scheme was on a 
phased rollout to different areas of the city at different times, and central 
government funding for the scheme has now been cut, so the scheme has 
been frozen. A letter has been circulated advising affected private home 
owners and apologising, Councillor Chapman will provide a copy of this letter 
to all West Area Councillors. There is a worry that there will be resentment that 
Council tenants are receiving this offer, so it needs to be made clear wherever 
possible that the scheme is being funded from Council tenants’ rents; 

 
(c) a mediation service was introduced last year to try to help tackle anti-social 

behaviour. This has been very positively received so far; 
 
(d) tenancy visits take place every 3 years, to help to identify vulnerable tenants 

who may have fallen through the cracks of the support network. Other events 
which trigger a tenancy visit include high rent arrears, and high cost of repairs 
or recharges; 

 
(e) the Joint Service Centre in Strelley has experienced significant delays, and a 

construction firm has now been appointed; 
 
(f) Councillors requested updates on Leen Valley insulation schemes and wall 

schemes in Aspley. Updates will be provided to Councillors. 
 
RESOLVED to: 
 
(1) note the performance information contained in appendices 1 and 2 of the 

report; 
 
(2) note the allocation of funds; 

Ward Remaining budget 

Aspley £115,841.95 

Bilborough £264,413.23 

Leen Valley £45,026.07 
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(3) approve the Area Capital Programme funding request; 

Location Request / Reason Cost 

Lindfield Road, 
Broxtowe 

Continuation of wall 
and railings project, 

to provide a high 
quality boundary 

treatment 

£93,768.47 

 

(4) circulate information on the curtailment of the cladding discount scheme 
to private home owners to those affected. 

 
8  AREA CAPITAL FUND 2016-17 

 
Rob Gabbitas, Neighbourhood Development Officer, presented a report on the Area 
Capital Fund. 
 
RESOLVED to: 
 
(1) note the funds available as follows; 

Ward 
LTP element 

remaining 
Public realm element 

remaining 
Aspley £92,000 £41,577.00 

Bilborough £24,752 £73,631.00 

Leen Valley £50,350 £21,830.00 

 

(2) approve the following Area Capital schemes. 

Ward / Type Cost Location / Details 

Aspley LTP 
Schemes 

£500.00 
Reallocation of funds to Aspley ward parking 

scheme 

£4,250.00 
Study to assess measures to assist pedestrians 

/ cyclists and vehicle movement at Cinderhill 
roundabout 

£1,500.00 
Scoping exercise for the provision of dropped 

crossings across the ward 

£1,900.00 
Assess existing street furniture and lining 
outside identified schools in the ward and 

replace or modify as required 

Aspley 
Public 
Realm 

Schemes 

£18,523.00 
Partnership scheme with Nottingham City 

Homes to contribute to works on Lindfield Road 
walls 

Bilborough 
LTP 

schemes 

£82,615.00 
Reconstruction of footpath on both sides of 

Fircroft Avenue, with kerb replacement where 
necessary 

£10,000.00 
Study into parking issues across the ward and 

proposed solutions 
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Leen Valley 
LTP 

schemes 

£2,100.00 
Design study for parking scheme on Southwold 

Drive 

£2,000.00 
Traffic Regulation Order for installation of H-

bars 

£7,250.00 
Yellow lining scheme to be carried out in the 

Lambert Gardens / St Margarets Drive / Eskdale 
Drive area. 

£1,500.00 
Scoping exercise for the provision of dropped 

crossings across the ward 

£5,000.00 
Further contribution to Traffic Regulation Order 

amendment to accommodate changes to 
parking bays and new signage 

Leen Valley 
Public 
Realm 

schemes 

£19,970.00 
Resurfacing of footpath on the even numbers 

side of Cherry Wood Drive 

 
9  PROJECTS APPROVED UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

 
Rob Gabbitas, Neighbourhood Development Officer, presented a report on projects 
approved under delegated authority. 
 
RESOLVED to note the funding decisions approved by the Director of 
Neighbourhood Services under delegated authority. 

Ward Councillors Project / Group Cost 

Aspley 

Graham 
Chapman, 

Patience Uloma 
Ifediora, Carole 

McCulloch 

Ambleside Summer 
Carnival 

£250.00 

Young at Heart £1,000.00 

Melbourne Road 
fencing scheme 

£1,999.20 

Melbourne Road central 
reservation 

£673.75 

Bilborough 

Wendy Smith, 
Marcia Watson, 
Malcolm Wood 

Music Hub £660.00 

Strelley Village Green £493.00 

Party in the Park £5,000.00 

Bilborough Library 
Garden 

£2,100.00 

Leen Valley 

Glyn Jenkins and 
Mohammed 

Saghir 

Play and youth 
equipment 

£1,500.00 

Mobile 3G Closed 
Circuit Television 

(CCTV) 
£8,220.00 

 
10  FUTURE MEETING DATES 

 
AGREED to meet at 5:30pm on the following dates: 

 14 September 2016 

 16 November 2016 

 15 February 2017 

 


